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Rostislav, like Boris of Bulgaria, saw the advantage of
Christianity for an autocrat. German missionaries had
worked in Moravia, but, like the Byzantines in Bulgaria, they
were suspected of nationalist propaganda. Rostislav decided
to import Christianity from elsewhere. Constantinople had
already considerable trade relations with Moravia,1 and the
Moravians probably realized that Byzantine culture was
something higher and more splendid than the culture of
Carolingian Germany. Moreover Rostislav feared the
danger of a Bulgar-Frankish alliance and sought for the help
of Bulgaria's natural enemy. Byzantium was not a far-off
legendary power in the eyes of the Moravians, as sometimes
has been made out, nor was Rostislav's scheme for introduc-
ing Christianity from the Byzantine Empire a wildly imagina-
tive experiment. It was merely a natural outcome of the
international situation. But it was nevertheless one of the
greatest turning-points in the history of the Slavs.
In 863 the embassy reached Constantinople and asked the
Emperor Michael III for a teacher who could preach
Christianity to the Moravians in their own tongue. The
Emperor was fortunate in having such a teacher. There was
a Thessalonian called Constantine, better known by his later
religious name of Cyril, who had in his varied career been a
University professor, a diplomatic agent, and a monk; but
his main interests were philology and religion. He had
already dabbled in Slavonic studies and had probably
evolved an alphabet for the Slavs of the neighbourhood of
Salonica. Certainly in a very short time he was ready to set
out for Moravia with his brother Methodius bearing a Bible
and other liturgical books translated into the language of
the Macedonian Slavs, a language that was intelligible to the
Moravians and has remained the liturgical language of the
Slavonic Churches to this day.
The Moravian alliance forced the Emperor's hand else-
where. Boris of Bulgaria would be tempted to play a game
analogous to Rostislav's and secure his Christianity from the
Latin West. The imperial Government acted quickly. The
threat of a sharp campaign induced Boris, already aware of
1 This is borne out emphatically by the excavations at Stare" Mesto under-
taken in 1927.